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Describing the plight of our young women, he says in his prefatory
essay:
The average girl in Tamil Nadu today has developed to the point
that she is fully the equal of the male in her capability to study,
to hold a job, and earn an income. Nevertheless, she is viewed
as a prisoner by the community. She is permitted to walk within
narrow bounds, while the barbed wires of ignorance and defama-
tion constrict her on either side. If she attempts to demonstrate her
independence by moving ever so slightly out of line, the barbed
wires will surely scratch her. That the barbed wires will surely
scratch is her ever-present,, ever-nagging fear. If she does get
scratched, neither society nor even her own family gives any
thought to doing something about the barbed wires. They
subject her, with her bleeding wounds, to odium. If only she
could be incinerated all will be happy!
The woman subjected to such a social environment has to
evolve her own devices to stay sane and to live her life. How then
can she be the sweet partner of her husband? Even as their feelings
and their freedoms are crushed, the spiritual growth of some may
get distorted and they may become a prey to petty emotions.
Tied to a man with a bond that cannot be broken, such
a woman spends her life in misery, making her partner's life
hell too.50
Other facets of the theme of man-woman relations are explored
further in writings such as Oru Nadigai Natakam Parkkiral and Sila
Nerangalil Sila Manithargal.51 It was the latter that won for the
author the Sahitya Akademi award. I regard these writings of
Jayakanthan as among the most perceptive discussions on that
important subject available in contemporary Tamil fiction. The
charge that Jayakanthan had "descended" to "cheap sex" to pander
to the requirements of mass circulation journals and to make money
is arrant nonsense and wholly unjust.
He asserts that he deals with the relations between the sexes as a
social issue and never as a device to arouse "prurient instincts."
Indeed, he himself, in my opinion, shows some prudery in his
continuing onslaughts against what he regards the trend towards
"obscenity" in Tamil journals and movies. "Take it easy, JK," I tell
him jokingly. "You can't expect people to read all the time stories by